COURSE REQUIREMENTS
WEEK ONE 
How does the focus of research and evidence-based practice (EBP) differ? Discuss the application of research findings into evidence-based nursing practice. Provide an example.

[bookmark: _GoBack]WEEK TWO
Week 2 Discussion Prompt
COLLAPSE
Top of Form
Select one qualitative and one quantitative question that you might want to write your research proposal on. Identify the independent and dependent variables. Next, create a hypothesis or set of hypotheses to go along with your research question. Identify your hypothesis as one of each of the four categories below and explain why your hypothesis fits into these categories:
· Associative or causal
· Simple or complex
· Nondirectional vs. directional
· Null vs. research



Week 2 Research Questions & Topic
 Submit Your Research Questions and Topic for Approval
What is a research proposal?
The purpose of the research proposal is to identify and formulate questions that arise from nursing practice and to design a research project to study the identified problem. The goal of a research proposal is to present and justify a research idea you have and to present the practical ways in which you think this research should be conducted. Research proposals contain extensive literature reviews and must provide persuasive evidence that there is a need for the proposed research study. In addition to providing rationale for the proposed research, a proposal describes detailed methodology for conducting the research consistent with requirements of the professional or academic field and a statement on anticipated outcomes and/or benefits derived from the study.
Directions:
You will be required to write a research proposal to be submitted in week 8. This may be either a qualitative or quantitative research proposal. The proposal should be a 6–10 pages plus appendices, cover page, and reference page. 
This week, you will submit a topic for your research proposal as well as the research questions you will be utilizing for your proposal. Your instructor must approve your research questions and topic for your proposal.
Include the following:
· Research topic for the proposal
· Research questions for the proposal
Note: Once approved, any changes to your topic or research questions should be approved by your instructor.





WEEK THREE
Week 3 Discussion Prompt
COLLAPSE
Top of Form
What are some research designs that justify themselves in the field of nursing research? Pick one and write a justification piece on why you chose it. Give an example of how this research design is used in your nursing discipline.


Week 3 Abstracts
 Abstracts Due: Quantitative and Qualitative Abstracts
An abstract is a short description or synopsis of a journal article, research, or other written material. Abstracts should be accurate, brief, clear, and include only the most essential information.
The purpose of this assignment is to become familiar with published research, research designs, and methodologies. For the assignment, you will selectone quantitative research study and one qualitative study  related to the field of nursing and write an abstract of the investigation. Each abstract should be between 150–250 words. You must attach the research study to both abstracts.
Ensure the following questions are addressed in both abstracts:
1. What type of research is it (quantitative, qualitative, and design)?
2. What was the research question(s) or hypothesis?
3. What is the sample, the sample size, and sample attributes?
4. What was the setting of the study?
5. What were the researcher’s findings? (Identify one.)
Click below for samples and more information regarding writing abstracts:

· Purdue OWL APA Sample
· Purdue OWL APA Information on Abstracts
· Abstract guidelines

Planning Ahead: Critique of Research Article Due Week 5
   Critique of Research Article
Your research article critique is due in week 5. This assignment is worth 200 points. To view detailed instructions on your assignment requirements, please refer to the assignments section of week 5.







WEEK FOUR
Week 4 Discussion Prompt
COLLAPSE
Top of Form
It is important to determine the validity and reliability of the research instruments when reading a research study. How does the validity and reliability of an instrument influence the credibility of the study and the value of the evidence?

· Planning Ahead: Critique of Research Article Due Week 5
   Critique of Research Article
Your research article critique is due in week 5. This assignment is worth 285 points. To view detailed instructions on your assignment requirements, please refer to the assignments section of week 5.
· Planning Ahead: Research Proposal Due Week 8
 Reminder
· Research Proposal Paper due in week 8




WEEK FIVE
Week 5 Discussion Prompt
COLLAPSE
Top of Form
Which characteristics should be appraised when evaluating qualitative and quantitative research design? Which characteristics are the most important and why?

Week 5 Critique of Research Article
 Critique of Research Article Due
A research critique demonstrates your ability to critically read an investigative study. For this assignment, choose a research article related to nursing to critique. Your critique should include the following:
Research Problem/Purpose
· State the problem clearly as it is presented in the report.
· Have the investigators placed the study problem within the context of existing knowledge?
· Will the study solve a problem relevant to nursing?
· State the purpose of the research.
Review of the Literature
· Identify the concepts explored in the literature review.
· Were the references current? If not, what do you think the reasons are?
Theoretical Framework
· Are the theoretical concepts defined and related to the research?
· Does the research draw solely on nursing theory or does it draw on theory from other disciplines?
· Is a theoretical framework stated in this research piece?
· If not, suggest one that might be suitable for the study.
Variables/Hypotheses/Questions/Assumptions
· What are the independent and dependent variables in this study?
· Are the operational definitions of the variables given? If so, are they concrete and measurable?
· Is the research question or the hypothesis stated? What is it?
Methodology
· What type of design (quantitative, qualitative, and type) was used in this study?
· Was inductive or deductive reasoning used in this study?
· State the sample size and study population, sampling method, and study setting.
· Did the investigator choose a probability or non-probability sample?
· State the type of reliability and the validity of the measurement tools.
· Were ethical considerations addressed?
Data Analysis
· What data analysis tool was used?
· How were the results presented in the study?
· Identify at least one (1) finding.
Summary/Conclusions, Implications, and Recommendations
· What are the strengths and limitations of the study?
· In terms of the findings, can the researcher generalize to other populations? Explain.
· Evaluate the findings and conclusions as to their significance for nursing.
The body of your paper should be 4–6 double-spaced pages plus a cover page and a reference page. The critique must be attached to the article and follow APA guidelines.

WEEK SIX
Week 6 Discussion Prompt
COLLAPSE
Top of Form
What is the difference between qualitative and quantitative research sampling strategies? Compare and contrast the strategies and describe some of the advantages and disadvantages of each.
Planning Ahead: Research Proposal Due Week 8
 Reminder
· Research Proposal Paper due in week 8


WEEK SEVEN
Week 7 Discussion Prompt
COLLAPSE
Top of Form
An inappropriate sample size can call into question an entire research project. How can a researcher determine what is an appropriate sample size? Share your research question for your research proposal assignment. What is an appropriate sample size for your proposal? Why?
Planning Ahead: Research Proposal Due Week 8
 Reminder
· Research Proposal Paper due in Week 8



WEEK EIGHT
Week 8 Discussion Prompt
COLLAPSE
Top of Form
How is data used to evaluate outcomes? Provide an example as it relates to an area of nursing. Using the three P’s of dissemination, identify which method could be best used to distribute the results of your study that you have designed in this course. Why is this the best method of dissemination? What impact could this method, as well as your research, have on the field of nursing or patient health care?
Week 8 Research Proposal
 Research Proposal Paper Due
What is a research proposal?
The purpose of a research proposal is to identify and formulate questions that arise from nursing practice and to design a research project to study the identified problem. The goal of a research proposal is to present and justify a research idea you have and to present the practical ways in which you think this research should be conducted. Research proposals contain extensive literature reviews and must provide persuasive evidence that there is a need for the proposed research study. In addition to providing a rationale for the proposed research, a proposal describes detailed methodology for conducting the research consistent with requirements of the professional or academic field and a statement on anticipated outcomes and/or benefits derived from the study.
Directions
Write a research proposal using your clinical question formulated earlier in the course that was approved by your instructor. This may be either a qualitative or quantitative research proposal. Your proposal must include APA formatting. The proposal should be a 6–10 in length plus appendices cover page, and reference page. 
Introduction 
· Clearly stated problem and purpose of the study
· Independent and dependent variables
· Definition of terms
· Assumptions, hypothesis, or questions (depending on research type)
Theoretical Framework 
· Description of the theoretical framework to be utilized
· Identification of the concepts to be explored
· Rationale for choosing framework
Review of the Literature 
· At least four scholarly sources included
· Appropriateness of the review and the proposal focus
· Inclusion of primary or secondary sources
Methodology 
· Description of study type (quantitative or qualitative)
· Description of study design
· Rationale for the use of the selected design
· Inclusion of sample size, type, sampling method, inclusion/exclusion criteria, setting, data collection method (instrument), and data collection process
· Method for Protection of Human Subjects (consent)
· Questionnaire and consent forms must be included as appendices
Data Analysis
· Data analysis method is appropriate for study design.
· Method of data analysis is clearly stated.
· Method for displaying findings is stated.
Applicability to Nursing
· Research focuses on a problem significant to nursing.
· Research would contribute to nursing knowledge.
· Proposal is complete so that another researcher could replicate the study.
· Statement about areas of nursing that would benefit from this study.
Bottom of Form
Bottom of Form
Bottom of Form




WEEK NINE
Week 9 Discussion Prompt
COLLAPSE
Top of Form
What is the difference between statistical significance and clinical significance? Find an example of a study that shows a statistical significance but not a clinical significance. Explain why the statistical significance does not warrant a clinical significance.
Bottom of Form
Bottom of Form
Bottom of Form
Bottom of Form
Bottom of Form

